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Vision Statement 
LSE is committed to creating a world class estate with buildings and facilities that 
are commensurate with its international academic standing.  

LSE has established a reputation in the last decade of commissioning high quality, 
innovative and sustainable architecture. The development of a major new 
university building at 35 Lincoln’s Inn Fields will further cement this reputation.  

The School has instigated this RIBA international design competition to procure  
a design response which will achieve the following: 

•  A new building that will play a key role in promoting the values, ethos, 
sustainability and brand of LSE.

• �Environmental�sustainability,�health�and�wellbeing,�energy�efficiency�and�carbon�
minimisation will be fundamental aspects of the building’s identity. This will be 
the�School’s�first�net�zero�carbon�building.

•  The building will accommodate Executive Education on campus programmes, 
the Departments of Mathematics, Statistics and Methodology and Data  
Science Institute.

• �It�will�also�house�the�new�Firoz�Lalji�Global�Hub�that�will�enhance�LSE’s�world-
leading events and education programmes on campus, online and around  
the world thanks to an extraordinary commitment of funds announced in 
November 2021. The hub will advance lifelong learning, knowledge and 
understanding among the School’s alumni, friends and partners, alongside  
our campus community of students and staff.

•  Contemporary high quality design that will inspire future generations of students 
and academics and will be regarded as a seminal piece of university architecture 
in its historic setting overlooking Lincoln’s Inn Fields in central London.

•  Innovative and adaptable spaces for teaching, research and conferences, that 
combine the best of old and new methods of student centred learning and 
academic enquiry/scholarship and engagement, including extensive digital 
infrastructure for blended delivery.

•  The building will be integral to the continuing transformation of the campus and 
enhancement of the public realm while also contributing to the quality of its 
unique neighbourhood.
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... a unique 
design challenge 

for architects worldwide 
to secure a high-profile 
global project with the 
opportunity to produce 
a design for a highly 
sustainable new landmark 
building in one of 
London’s most important 
and historic areas.
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Part One 
Introduction
The London School of Economics’ Design Competition for 35 Lincoln’s Inn Fields 
presents�a�unique�design�challenge�for�architects�worldwide�to�secure�a�high-
profile�global�scheme�with�the�opportunity�to�produce�a�design�for�a�new�landmark�
building in one of central London’s most important and historic areas. The 35 LIF 
Design�Competition�is�a�two-stage�process.�Expressions�of�Interest�are�initially�
sought, following which a shortlist of up to six design teams will be selected; and 
from these the winning team. All shortlisted teams will be paid an honorarium.  

London School of Economics and Political Science (LSE) is one of the world’s 
leading universities with a truly global reach, competing for students and staff  
with�universities�including�Oxford,�Cambridge,�Harvard�and�Stanford.��

LSE�has�been�firmly�established�in�the�centre�of�London�since�1895,�sited�on�a�tight�
urban campus adjacent to the Aldwych and Kingsway and within walking distance 
of Parliament, the City of London and the Law Courts. Intent on remaining in its 
current location, the School has plans both to expand its intake and to improve the 
quality of its estate to meet the high expectations of staff and students. The RIBA 
design competition for 35 Lincoln’s Inn Fields, referred to as 35 LIF, is part of LSE’s 
objective to transform the quality of its buildings.

The design and civic qualities of the new building will enhance both local and 
international perceptions of LSE, and transform the identity of the south side of 
Lincoln’s Inn Fields, one of London’s oldest and most emblematic landscaped 
squares, while respecting and complementing the historic context of many of the 
neighbouring buildings and public realm. The site lies on the southern road of 
Lincoln’s Inn Fields, opposite Sir John Soane’s Museum. 

At the heart of the scheme will be a building with opportunities for complementary 
formal and informal uses in the spaces around it and providing linkages with other 
LSE buildings.

View across  
Lincoln’s Inn Fields 
towards the  
River Thames
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Team skills 
Teams will need to draw on skills in architecture, sustainable masterplanning and 
public realm design, along with engineering and other disciplines. They should 
balance seasoned experience with outstanding design skills. 

They will need to demonstrate an ability to respond in a contemporary language to 
the site’s highly distinctive and historic context and create a design that seamlessly 
connects it with the rest of LSE’s campus, with the gardens in Lincoln’s Inn Fields 
and with the wider neighbourhood. Together with creativity, teams will need the 
ability to deal with the challenges of the brief and the site’s location.

They�will�need�skills�in�designing�an�efficient�scheme�so�that�while�neighbours�
experience the prestige and excitement of the new building, other logistical 
impacts are mitigated.

The�LSE�has�become�the�first�carbon-neutral�university�in�the�UK.�The�chosen�
Team�will�have�the�ability�to�create�a�building�that�is�net�zero�carbon�and�achieves�
a BREEAM Outstanding/ Lead Platinum rating, demonstrates innovative use of 
design�and�technology,�is�flexible�and�multi-functional�and�has�low�embodied�and�
operation carbon footprint. 

The winner will give LSE a building and public realm which symbolise LSE values 
and�culture�and�enhance�its�brand;�and�that�fulfil�the�promises�LSE�has�made�to�
current and future generations of students, staff and visitors from across the world 
while also contributing to the local neighbourhood and to London in its role as a 
global city.  

Key Themes 
The scheme which will emerge from this competition will enshrine the  
following themes: 

•  Outstanding and timeless architecture that improves the student, staff, and 
visitor experience.

•  A building of the utmost quality reflecting LSE’s unique brand and identity  
and considerable presence on historic Lincoln’s Inn Fields.

• An exemplar of sustainability in all respects.

•  Public realm which contributes to the quality of Lincoln’s Inn Fields and LSE’s 
campus, providing spaces which are responsive to both programmed and 
spontaneous activities.

• An exciting scheme that is ultimately deliverable, highly sustainable and flexible.

• A scheme which is about people as well as place.
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LSE is one 
of the most 

prestigious colleges 
within the University 
of London and has an 
outstanding reputation 
for academic excellence 
both nationally and 
internationally.
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When completed, 35 LIF will provide:

• �High�quality�accommodation�for�staff�and�students�which�is�flexible�and�able�to�
adapt to changing patterns of use over time.

• Dedicated�accommodation�for�the�Firoz�Lalji�Africa�Institute.

• A�250-350�people�conference�facility.�
• �A�net�zero�carbon,�environmentally�sustainable�and�highly�efficient�building�that�

considers embodied and operational carbon.

•  Accommodation for academic departments and research centres such as 
Department of Mathematics, Statistics, Methodology and Data Science Institute.

•  Formal and informal teaching facilities which promote excellent, innovative and 
collaborative teaching rich in technology to support new changing pedagogy.

• Improved and safer connections across the campus. 

•  An improved frontage to Lincoln’s Inn Fields and Portugal Street providing a 
superb backdrop to the public gardens and complementing the neighbouring 
buildings on the square.

• Utilisation�of�views�across�the�neighbourhood�and�beyond.
•  Beautiful and inspiring spaces for students whether undergraduates, 

postgraduates, or those attending executive education, short courses and 
conferences, as well as for the staff, and all visitors.

• Efficiency�in�use.�
• Maximum use of the development potential of the site.

• Permeability and legibility complementing LSE’s Public Realm Strategy. 
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About London School of Economics  
and Political Science
LSE�is�the�world’s�leading�centre�for�social�sciences.�Founded�in�1895,�LSE�is�one�
of�the�largest�colleges�within�the�University�of�London�and�has�an�outstanding�
reputation for academic excellence both nationally and internationally. LSE alumni 
and�former�staff�include�16�Nobel�Prize�winners,�34�past�or�present�Heads�of�State,�
31�current�UK�MPs�and�42�current�peers�of�the�House�of�Lords.�LSE�is�consistently�
ranked�in�the�top�four�UK�universities�in�a�variety�of�league�tables.

LSE�currently�employs�over�3,000�members�of�staff�and�educates�around�9,500�
full-time�and�1,000�part-time�students�from�over�140�countries.

Staff and students are drawn from all over the world and approximately half the 
student�body�are�from�outside�the�EU.�

More general information about LSE may be found at lse.ac.uk

35 Lincoln’s Inn Fields 
LSE is progressing its campus redevelopment programme that has included 
several�new�buildings�in�recent�years�including�the�Saw�Swee�Hock�Student�Centre,�
the Centre Building, and the Marshall Building. 

Located on the road on the south of the Fields, the site is within the Strand 
Conservation Area and in the local authority jurisdiction of Westminster  
City Council.  

https://www.lse.ac.uk
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It has been concluded by LSE and its architectural advisors that there are two 
possible strategies for redeveloping 35 LIF. One suggests retaining part of the core 
structure of the building to save in embodied carbon, this however will need to be 
balanced�against�the�brief�requirements�in�relation�to�efficiency�and�floor�area.� 
The second envisages demolition to street level while preserving most of the 
basement areas should this be technically feasible.  
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Lincoln’s Inn Fields
London’s largest and most historic garden square, Lincoln’s Inn Fields has a rich 
and�varied�history.�In�1683�it�was�the�site�of�the�public�beheading�of�Lord�William�
Russell, son of the First Duke of Bedford, for his part in a plot to assassinate King 
Charles II. The attractive square comes complete with tennis courts, a netball 
court, a café, historic monuments and a bandstand. It is owned and managed by 
the�London�Borough�of�Camden.�Lincoln’s�Inn�Fields�was�first�made�a�public�
square�in�1894�and�has�become�an�iconic�open�space�in�the�busy�heart�of�London.�
It is protected by an Act of Parliament which seeks to preserve the distinctive 
character of the Fields. 

an iconic open space in 
the busy heart of London.
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Designed, in part, by notable English architect Inigo Jones, the square is flanked  
by�a�collection�of�superb�buildings�including�Sir�John�Soane’s�Museum�at�12-14�
Lincoln’s�Inn�Fields�which�was�formerly�the�home�of�the�neo-classical�architect� 
Sir�John�Soane.�Housed�in�three�early�nineteenth�century�buildings,�it�holds�many�
drawings and models of Soane’s projects and the collections of paintings, drawings 
and�antiquities�that�he�assembled.�Lindsey�House�is�the�oldest�building�on�the�
square�dating�back�to�the�mid-17th�century.�On�the�eastern�side�of�the�square�is�
Lincoln’s Inn, the oldest of the four Inns which, together with Inner Temple, Middle 
Temple�and�Gray’s�Inn,�make�up�the�backbone�of�the�English�legal�system.�



 14LSE Firoz Lalji Global Hub, 35 Lincoln’s Inn Fields

Seeking to improve the quality of its estate and to address growing student 
numbers, while also wishing to remain close to its beginnings, LSE has moved into 
the square during the 21st century as acquisition opportunities have arisen.  
These include: 

• the 2003 lease of 50 Lincoln’s Inn Fields on the corner of Sardinia Street.

•  The�New�Academic�Building,�NAB,�at�54�Lincoln’s�Inn�Fields,�a�new�building�designed�
by�Nicolas�Grimshaw�Architects�opened�by�Her�Majesty�the�Queen�and�the�Duke�of�
Edinburgh�in�2008�and�housing�LSE’s�Departments�of�Law�and�Management. 

• �Sardinia�House�at�52�Lincoln’s�Inn�Fields,�bought�in�2009�and�now�wholly�
occupied by the School. 

• �Grade�II�listed�former�Land�Registry�Building�at�32�Lincoln’s�Inn�Fields�purchased�
in 2010 with extensive refurbishment by architects Jestico & Whiles completed 
in 2013 and now accommodating LSE’s Department of Economics and 
associated Research Centres.  

•  2015 acquisition of the freehold of 5 Lincoln’s Inn Fields on the north side of the 
square that housed the Marshall Institute until completion of its new home at  
44�Lincoln’s�Inn�Fields.��

• �The�purchase�of�the�freehold�of�44�Lincoln’s�Inn�Fields�expanded�LSE’s�portfolio�
of�buildings�to�five�on�the�square.�

•  The agreement to purchase 35 LIF from the Royal College of Surgeons means 
that LSE now owns or has interest in the entire south side of the square bar the 
remaining part of the Royal College of Surgeons.   
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35 Lincoln’s Inn Fields

Emerging Brief
Details of the brief for 35 LIF will be available in Stage Two of the design 
competition. Indicative uses will include, but are not limited to: 

• �The�Firoz�Lalji�Global�Hub�including�new�technology,�exceptional�conference�
facilities, teaching spaces and digital labs, creating a flagship centre for 
executive education, summer schools, short residencies and an annual  
events programme.  

•  Teaching accommodation (mainly on lower floors) including an ‘agora’ style 
theatre in the round to be used for large gatherings of around 350 people  
in person, plus others attending remotely or in hybrid mode; several lecture 
theatres,�seminar�rooms,�syndicate�rooms�and�break-out�areas,�and�a� 
film�studio;

•  Academic & research accommodation (mainly on upper floors) for  
groups including:

 - Mathematics, Methodology, Statistics

 - Data�Hub�Institute

 - Africa Research Centre

• Café and catering facilities 

• Student spaces 

• Ancillary facilities including:
 - Cycle parking 

 - Plant

 - Energy Centre

 - Furniture store

 - Waste store

The�configuration�of�the�public�realm�and�how�it�can�enhance�the�whole�LSE�
campus and the local neighbourhood is particularly important.
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LSE’s Estate
The LSE has invested over £0.5 billion to improve its student and academic 
facilities�over�the�last�fifteen�years�and�plans�to�continue�to�improve�its�estate� 
to reflect its world class academic status and to meet student expectations, as 
well as those of its staff, alumni and wider community. These improvements  
help the School compete on a global basis for both students and academic staff  
with other leading universities across the globe in a highly competitive market. 

LSE’s�Estate�is�currently�approximately�134,000�square�metres�in�32�buildings�
(excluding�35�and�44�LIF)�all�located�on�the�Aldwych/Kinsgway�campus�in�a�dense�
network�of�urban�streets.�Of�these�95%�are�owned�freehold.�In�addition,�the�LSE� 
is�responsible�for�the�nursery,�Director’s�residence�and�8�off-campus�halls�of�
residences in Central London together with sports facilities at New Malden, Surrey.
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Following the successful completion of the NAB and 32 Lincoln’s Inn Fields, LSE 
has sought to transform the social experience for its students by setting out to 
build�the�best�students’�centre�in�the�UK.�The�Saw�Swee�Hock�Student�Centre�is�
now�the�student�hub�at�the�heart�of�LSE’s�campus�and�adds�significant�value�to�the�
student experience at LSE. This striking building, procured through an international 
RIBA design competition, was designed by O’Donnell + Tuomey. Completed in 
Autumn 2013, it has won many design awards including being shortlisted for the 
RIBA�Stirling�Prize�in�2014�and�for�the�Mies�van�der�Rohe�Award�in�2015. 
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Centre Buildings Redevelopment 
The next step in the campus development programme has been to address 
underperforming and inadequate buildings on the campus. In 2013 LSE launched 
its second international RIBA design competition to select a design team for the 
complete redevelopment of several buildings located at the heart of the School in 
Houghton�Street.�The�Centre�Buildings�won�the�RIBA�National�Award,�Civic�Trust�
and BREEAM awards.  

Rogers�Stirk�Harbour�+�Partners�were�selected�as�the�winners�of�the�design�
competition in late 2013. Planning permission was secured in spring 2015 and 
demolition�work�started�in�summer�2015.�The�new�building�was�completed�in�2019�
to�accommodate�academic�and�research�offices,�teaching�accommodation�and�
the School’s principal catering facility. The scheme provides a new public square 
giving much needed improvement to the public realm and linking key campus 
buildings such as the Library thereby adding space for formal and informal student 
activities and improving pedestrian connections.  
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Marshall Building Redevelopment 
The most recent development has been the completion of the Marshall Building 
located�on�the�South�West�corner�of�Lincoln’s�Inn�Fields.�Grafton�Architects�were�
selected as the winners of the design competition in 2016. The new building was 
completed in late 2021 and houses our Schools of Finance, Management and 
Accounting and provides teaching on two lower floors with a sports facility in the 
basement. The building creates new through routes and linkages from the main 
campus�to�Lincoln’s�Inn�Fields�and�creates�a�Great�Hall.� 
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LSE Public Realm Strategy 
In 2013 LSE published a Public Realm Strategy setting out its vision for enhancing 
the areas between its buildings and the connections to the wider neighbourhood. 
This can be found at 2013-LSE-Public-Realm-Strategy.pdf. The LSE is currently 
renewing our Public Realm Strategy and a revised version will be available in 
February 2022.

The Strategy has been discussed with Westminster City Council who are generally 
supportive of the principles. LSE considers there is much more to be done and  
35 LIF provides an excellent opportunity to realise wider public realm improvements.  

LSE’s objectives also link with the Northbank Business Improvement District’s 
proposals for wider improvements to the public realm for the area from Trafalgar 
Square to the Law Courts at Fleet Street. More information can be found at  
Public Realm & Environment - The Northbank BID

https://info.lse.ac.uk/staff/divisions/estates-division/Assets/Documents/Cap-Dev/2013-LSE-Public-Realm-Strategy.pdf
https://www.thenorthbank.london/the-northbank-bid/our-work/public-realm-environment/
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The Competition Format 
This competition seeks expressions of interest from a design led team with 
exceptional architectural skills. LSE is keen to encourage innovative design 
collaborations and partnerships which provide the opportunity for maximum 
creativity and optimum delivery.  

Managed by RIBA Competitions on behalf of LSE, the competition seeks to identify 
a design led team on the basis of a preliminary concept and an appropriate design 
approach. The winner of the competition will be appointed to develop the design 
through to construction and will be novated to a design and build contractor.  

To engage as widely as possible with potential designers and their supporting 
teams, and to encourage collaborations between creative partners, the search  
for�a�design�team�35�LIF�is�being�undertaken�as�a�two-stage�process.

Stage One is a call for Expressions of Interest based on relevant expertise 
demonstrated through previous work, technical and professional capability, and 
financial�and�economic�standing.��

A shortlist of up to six teams will be selected for Stage Two, the Competition 
Stage.�The�teams�will�be�provided�with�detailed�briefing�material.�LSE�requires�a�
mid-competition�workshop�with�each�competitor�which�will�be�held�at�the�lead�
consultant’s�offices.�This�is�intended�to�be�a�collaborative�experience�to�aid�
understanding of the brief. 

Each�team�short-listed�to�proceed�to�the�design�phase�of�the�competition�will�
receive�an�equal�honorarium�of�£20,000�(plus�VAT).�Honorarium�payments�will� 
be�paid�following�submission�and�presentation�of�design�proposals�at�a�final�
interview. The honorarium in respect of the winning team will be subsumed  
within their fee bid for carrying out the full design, if selected.

Following submission and assessment, an anonymous public exhibition of all 
submissions will be held. A presentation and interview will then be held with the 
Jury Panel to determine a winner. It is anticipated that the winner of the process 
will be invited to enter into contract with LSE.

A summary of the process is set out in the table below.  

STAGE ONE – Expressions of Interest and Selection of Shortlist

Expressions of Interest (EOI) invited from design led teams (complete design teams are required 
including structural, mechanical, electrical, & etc.)  

Using�the�‘Criteria�for�Selection’�to�assess�the�EOI’s,�a�shortlist�of�up�to�six�teams�will�be�selected�and�
invited to the design stage of the competition.
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STAGE TWO – Submission and Presentation of Design Concepts

A shortlist of up to six teams will be invited to produce a conceptual design (RIBA Plan of Work 2013 
Design�Stage�1).�During�the�design�period�a�site�visit�and�briefing�session�will�be�held�by�LSE�and�a�
mid-term�workshop�at�the�lead�consultant’s�offices.

An anonymous public exhibition of the shortlisted designs will be held on the LSE Campus where the 
LSE community, neighbours and stakeholders will have the opportunity to discuss the designs with 
the architects and indicate their preferred scheme. The outcome will be one aspect considered by 
the Jury Panel.

Final assessment will involve a presentation and interview with each shortlisted team to the jury 
panel comprising external advisers and senior representatives from the School. 

Design�submissions�will�be�mixture�of�A1�boards,�a�model�at�a�specified�scale�and�material,�and�an�
A3 report to augment the presentation boards. The design submission must also be provided in 
digital format suitable for uploading and viewing on the LSE web site. The design submissions  
will form a concept design for 35 LIF (equivalent to RIBA Plan of Work 2013 Design Stage 1).  
A�construction�cost�estimate�and�detailed�fee�proposal�covering�all�the�main�sub-consultants�is�
required; the format for the cost submission will be provided as part of the Stage 2 brief.

The winning team will be appointed to take the scheme through to completion of the scheme and 
will be novated to the contractor during the design stages (the intention is to novate at the end of 
RIBA�Plan�of�Work�2013�Design�Stage�3�or�4).�The�contractor�is�likely�to�be�procured�through�a�two�
stage design and build process. 

It should be noted that the information contained within this document is subject 
to change and may be varied by LSE in information issued later in the competition.  

Budget
The gross estimated budget for 35 LIF is £120+ million (one hundred million 
pounds sterling).
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Procurement
The competition is to commission an integrated team, organised under a lead 
design consultant (“Lead Consultant”). This team should be capable of envisioning, 
developing, coordinating and delivering a full design for 35 LIF. 

At the outcome of the competition a design led team will be selected on the basis 
of a preliminary concept and an appropriate design approach. The winner of the 
competition will be appointed to develop a design through to construction and will 
be novated to a design and build contractor; it is the LSE’s intention to novate at 
the�end�of�RIBA�Plan�of�Work�2013�Stage�3�or�4.�A�copy�of�the�Deed�of�
Appointment and novation contract will be issued to the shortlisted six designers.  
The design and build contractor will be working under a JCT contract and will be 
appointed via a two stage process.

The�lead�designer�will�be�responsible�for�the�appointment�of�all�sub-consultants�
and it is understood that all design work is priced for within the fee bid when given.  
The�School�requires�collateral�warranties�with�all�design�sub-consultants;�a�copy� 
of the warranty will be issued to the shortlisted six teams.

A�full�design�service�is�required�for�RIBA�Plan�of�Work�2013�Design�Stages�1-7.�� 
At novation the LSE will retain an additional ‘Executive’ consultant from each main 
discipline who will continue to work directly for the LSE in a client monitoring role.

The LSE reserves the right to only select a lead architect and, if appropriate, to 
select the remaining team or members of the team separately, following a 
combined selection process. 

LSE also reserves the right not to award any contract, to make whatever changes it 
sees�fit�to�the�structure�and�the�timing�of�the�procurement�process�or�to�cancel�the�
process in its entirety at any stage.

Team Composition
We are seeking a team:

• appropriate�in�size�and�skills�for�the�scheme.

• strong�in�original,�contemporary�and�content-inspired�design.

• who will respond creatively to the Brief. 

• who will seek opportunities for innovations in sustainability and technology.

• who will understand and reflect on the aims of LSE .

• who will respond to the context of Lincoln’s Inn Fields and the LSE campus.

• who�can�clearly�demonstrate�the�benefits�of�collaboration�if�this�is�proposed.
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Collaboration 
LSE is keen to encourage innovative design collaborations which provide the 
opportunity for maximum creativity. For example this may mean, but is not limited 
to, collaborations between large and smaller practices; between established and 
emerging talent; between those in different geographical locations or between 
established companies who together can enhance design quality and bring other 
aspects of added value to LSE. It may mean that one practice leads the 
development of the design concept with another leading delivery. Such 
arrangements must be clearly articulated in the expression of interest.  

If LSE’s location is remote from the design and/or lead practice’s principal location 
then the anticipated delivery arrangements should also be clearly outlined.  

LSE is seeking teams which have the necessary expertise to carry out all aspects 
of the design and the delivery of the design for this scheme including but not 
limited to:

• architecture and design.

• structural & civil engineering, 

• building services engineering. 

• sustainability engineering. 

• landscaping & public realm design.

• Acoustic, Fire Engineering, Façade Engineer.

• any other specialist services considered necessary to undertake the scheme. 

In�all�cases,�LSE�requires�a�lead�design�consultant�of�sufficient�financial�standing�
to undertake this scheme and who will enter into contract with the School.  
Financial�information�will�form�part�of�the�Selection�Questionnaire�(SQ).��

Sub-Consultants
Sub-consultant�companies�may�enter�with�more�than�one�design�team�if�they�wish�
to�do�so.�However,�the�same�individual�within�a�company�should�not�participate�in�
more than one entry. Companies who intend to submit for more than one team 
should propose the inclusion of different individuals from their organisation for each 
separate team. This is to prevent a conflict of interest at the shortlisting stage in the 
event�of�a�sub-consultant�company�being�shortlisted�with�more�than�one�team.

LSE direct Appointments
The six shortlisted teams will require cost consultancy services for their Stage Two 
submissions but not thereafter as LSE will appoint its own cost and project 
delivery management consultants who will take the scheme forward with the 
successful�team.�LSE�has�already�appointed�a�G&T�Cost�Consultants,�3PM�and�
Plan A also a consultancy dealing with neighbourly matters including rights of light 
(Delva Patman Redler).  
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Competition Programme 
The anticipated programme for the scheme is set out in the table below; please 
note this is draft and is subject to change. 

Activity Target Date

Competition launch 14�December�2021

Deadline for receipt of Expressions of Interest Friday 21 January 2022

Evaluation meeting and selection of shortlist w/c�7�February�2022

Shortlist�notified�and�notification�to�unsuccessful�applicants 14�February�2022

Site�visit�and�briefing�session�for�shortlisted�teams w/c�7�March�2022�

Question�deadline�relating�to�the�design�brief 23 March 2022

Activity Target Date

Response to queries received 30 March 2022

Mid-term�workshops w/c�4�April�2022

Submission deadline 29�April�2022

Public exhibition w/c�9�May�2022

Final interviews and presentation w/c 16 May 2022

Notification�to�all�shortlisted�competitors�of�result w/c 23 May 2022

Selection�of�preferred�design�team�confirmed�&�team�appointed� Early June 2022
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Shortlisting procedure and Jury Panel

Shortlisting 
The following criteria will be used to shortlist the Expressions of Interest:

Shortlisting Criteria Weighting Max. Score

A. Design Quality:

Outstanding track record of achieving the highest architectural design 
standards. Demonstrable inspiration and creativity in recent work. 
Ability to design innovatively and with distinction. Ability to design in a 
contemporary and innovative style which is sensitive to conservation 
areas and areas of historic value. 

45 10

B. Relevant Experience:

Overall�relevant�experience�not�necessarily�limited�to�Higher�Education.��
Experience of similar orientated schemes with environmental 
credentials equivalent to BREEAM Outstanding standards. Evidence  
of�delivering�buildings�fit�for�purpose,�practical�to�build�which�have� 
met the needs of the client and which represent value for money  
and stand the test of time. Evidence of a holistic design approach 
including coordinated and considered interiors and also excellent 
public realm design.

30 10

C. Resource & Ability to Deliver:

Technical and professional capability of the proposed team including 
team composition. Ability to collaborate effectively and ensure 
cooperation by the whole design and construction team and client 
Evidence of capacity to deliver this scheme. Ability to service this 
scheme in Central London; The Lead Consultant must be capable of 
serving�a�scheme�of�this�size�and�location.

25 10
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Scoring guide 
The following scoring guide will be used to evaluate the Expression of Interest 
submissions against the Selection Criteria:

Score Reason  

0 Deficient

The�response�does�not�provide�sufficient�detail�for�evaluation.�

1-3 Poor to Deficient

The response or information provided falls below expectations in respect of the 
scheme and the criterion being scored.

4-5 Adequate

The response or information provided is acceptable and meets the expectation in 
respect of the scheme and the criterion being scored.

6-8 Good

The response or information provided exceeds the normal expectation.

9-10 Exemplary

The response or information provided is exceptional or exemplary in respect of the 
scheme and criterion being scored.

Evaluation Procedure
A representative from RIBA Competitions will attend the assessments to 
document the selection process and provide procedural support. The RIBA Design 
Advisor will input into the shortlisting process.  

During the evaluation each evaluator will separately scrutinise the quality of 
answers�given�by�bidders�in�their�Selection�Questionnaire�(SQ)�response.�
Evaluators will apply the criteria applicable to the question to determine the  
overall quality of each answer.

Each evaluator will allocate a mark in accordance with the scoring approach 
applicable to that question.

LSE may undertake moderation before each evaluator’s mark will be added 
together and then weighted as set out for each section. These scores will be 
combined as set out. Scores will be rounded to two decimal points.
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Jury Panel and Advisory Panel
It is currently envisaged that the members of the Jury Panel and Advisory Panel 
are�as�set�out�as�follows�although�this�is�subject�to�confirmation:��

Name Position 

Baroness Monouche Shafik (Chair) Director and President, LSE

Prof. Ricky Burdett LSE Cities

To be nominated External Architects representation

Sir David Higgins Chair of Finance and Estate Committee 

Mr. Firoz Lalji Alumnus and Donor

To be nominated Academic Departments Representative

Ms. Josie Stephens Students’�Union�General�Secretary

Mr. Julian Robinson Director of Estates

The Jury Panel will refer to a team of Competition Advisors who will facilitate the 
process, compile the analysis of the submissions and prepare summary reports 
for the consideration of the Jury Panel.  

The Advisors will be led by Kenneth Kinsella, Director of Capital Development,  
LSE and the team will include the following: 

• Francesco�Biancelli�-�Principal�Project�Manager,�LSE

• Cindy Walters, RIBA Design Advisor 

• Planning Consultants 

• Project�Manager/Design�Manager�and�Cost�Consultant:�3PM,�G&T�and�Plan�A.

• Sustainability consultant

Other expert input may also be drawn upon in order to assess the submissions.  

A wider panel, including outside parties, may be involved in a preliminary appraisal 
of the design concepts.

The role of the Jury Panel will be to make a recommendation to LSE Council for 
their�consideration�and�ratification.�The�Jury�Panel�reserves�the�right�not�to�make�
an appointment if a consensus cannot be reached.  

Financial requirements
For the Lead Consultant, LSE require a minimum Professional Indemnity Insurance 
cover�of�£10M�or�equivalent.�Further�information�on�the�financial�data�required�is�
provided�in�the�Selection�Questionnaire�(SQ).�
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Competition Details
Once you have considered the information provided in this document, we invite you 
to submit an Expression of Interest (EOI). Only applicants who respond in 
accordance with the submission requirements can be considered.

The�standard�Selection�Questionnaire�(SQ)�is�available�from�RIBA�Competitions�on�
registration and should be completed by the lead architect/designer with input 
from other consultants as appropriate.  

How to Register
This competition is being managed and administered by RIBA Competitions on 
behalf of LSE. Any enquiries relating to this competition should be directed to  
RIBA Competitions and not LSE. 

Registrations can be made by completing the registration form via the link below at: 
ribacompetitions.com/35lif

RIBA�Competitions�will�issue�a�URN,�Submission�Form�and�a�secure�link�to�enable�
entrants to upload their entry within 2 working days of completing the online 
registration form via the link below.

Please note that all future correspondence will be sent to the email address 
entered into the online form.

Submission Method
Each Expression of Interest submission should be uploaded to the RIBA 
Competitions digital entry system before the deadline of 14:00 hours (GMT) on 
Friday 21January 2022. Your individual secure link giving access to the portal will 
be provided via email upon registration.  

The�file�name�should�consist�of�the�allocated�Unique�Registration�Number�[LSE#]�
and�also�include�the�practice�name,�e.g.�‘LSE#_Practice�Name.pdf’.

Please note that the total upload should not exceed 20MB.

Expressions of Interest will not be accepted through any other submission routes.  
Late entries will not be accepted and the digital entry system will not permit 
uploads after the deadline. The digital entry system will allow you to amend or 
delete the information you upload until the stipulated deadline date and time.  
You are strongly advised to familiarise yourself with the system and to allow 
adequate time for your submission material to successfully upload.

http://www.ribacompetitions.com/35lif
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Enquiries
All queries relating to the Expression of Interest Phase should be submitted  
via email to riba.competitions@riba.org. Members of the Jury panel should  
not�be�directly�solicited�for�information�as�this�may�lead�to�disqualification� 
from the process. 

RIBA Competitions 
+ 44 (0) 113 203 1490 
riba.competitions@riba.org

ribacompetitions.com/35lif

mailto:riba.competitions%40riba.org?subject=
mailto:riba.competitions%40riba.org?subject=
http://www.ribacompetitions.com/35lif
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Part 2 
Notes for completion of standard Selection 
Questionnaire (SQ)
This competition is being managed and administered by RIBA Competitions on 
behalf of the London School of Economics and Political Science. Any enquiries 
relating to this competition should be directed to RIBA Competitions and not to 
London School of Economics.  

Submissions to RIBA Competitions should be received no later than 14.00 GMT  
on Friday 21 January 2022. 

Further information on the objectives, expectations, and shortlisting criteria for  
the design competition are set out in the Invitation for Expressions of Interest 
document which is available at ribacompetitions.com/35lif

RIBA Competitions can be contacted as follows: 

T: + 44 (0) 113 203 1490

E: riba.competitions@riba.org

Overall responsibility for the preparation and submission of this standard Selection 
Questionnaire�and�accompanying�Expression�of�Interest�rests�with�the�team�
applying. If you are unable to fully provide the information requested in this 
document, please supply as much as possible, and provide an explanation of  
why the further information cannot be supplied.

The�standard�Selection�Questionnaire�and�associated�documents�should�be�
submitted�in�English.�Any�financial�data�provided�must�be�submitted�in,�or�
converted�into,�pounds�sterling.�Where�official�documents�submitted�in�support�of�
the�application�include�financial�data�in�a�foreign�currency,�a�sterling�equivalent�
(and the exchange rate used to undertake the conversion) must be provided.

The information provided will be evaluated as set out in the published ‘Selection 
Criteria’ available in the accompanying Invitation for Expressions of Interest 
document.�Financial�due�diligence�will�be�conducted�on�the�solvency�and�financial�
strength of the lead consultant. 

The�information�supplied�in�response�to�this�SQ�will�be�checked�for�completeness�
and compliance before responses are evaluated. London School of Economics 
expressly reserves the right to require a team to provide additional information 
supplementing or clarifying any of the information provided in response to the 
requests�set�out�in�this�SQ.�However,�they�are�not�obliged�to�make�such�requests.

http://www.ribacompetitions.com/35lif
mailto:riba.competitions%40riba.org?subject=
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If an organisation/multidisciplinary team fails to provide the required information, 
does not make a satisfactory response to any question, or fails to supply 
documentation�referred�to�in�their�responses,�within�the�specified�timescale,�
London School of Economics reserves the right to disqualify the organisation/
multidisciplinary team from further assessment.

The anticipated competition programme (which London School of Economics 
reserves the right to alter) is set out in the accompanying Invitation for Expressions 
of Interest document. 

The�lead�consultant�of�the�multidisciplinary�team�is�to�complete�and�return�the�SQ.�
Other individual named members of a team must contribute as required.  

Please�ensure�you�use�the�same�Unique�Registration�Number�(LSE#),�as�issued�to�
the lead consultant of that team by RIBA Competitions upon registration. The lead 
consultant of the multidisciplinary team will, in due course, be issued with a secure 
link�to�enable�the�SQ�to�be�uploaded�to�the�RIBA�digital�submission�system.��

Each�SQ�should�be�submitted�in�PDF�format,�with�the�file�name�to�take�the�form�of�
‘LSE#_Practice�Name.pdf’.�Only�one�document�covering�all�the�SQ�requirements�is�
to be submitted, this should include all documents with no separate attachments. 
There are no requirements for hard copies.  

This�SQ�document�is�not�available�in�any�additional�formats.�Teams�may�apply�
their own formatting, providing they do not change the order of the questions.
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Selection Questionnaire
1. Unique Registration Number (URN)

1.1�Please�insert�the�Unique�Registration�Number�(as�
issued by RIBA Competitions) in the box opposite.

2. Information on the Lead consultant organisation

2.1 Name of organisation leading the application: Role/Service provision responsibility

2.2 Address:

2.3�Contact�details�for�queries�in�connection�with�this�SQ:�

Name:

Position in organisation:

Telephone:

E-mail:

2.4�Full�Postal�Address�of�your�Company’s�registered�office�
if different from above:

2.5�Telephone�number�of�your�Company’s�registered�office�
if different from above:

2.6 Website address (if any):

2.7 Date of registration or incorporation:

2.8 Company/Charity Registration number (if applicable):

2.9 Is your organisation:

(i)   A public limited company?

(ii)  A limited company?

(iii) A sole trader?

(iv) A partnership?  

(v) A Limited Liability Partnership (LLP)

(vi) Other (please specify)

YES/NO

YES/NO

YES/NO

YES/NO

YES/NO

2.10 Is your company a subsidiary of another company?

If yes, provide details of the ultimate holding company 
name, full address including postcode, telephone number, 
email and contact name:

YES/NO
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2.11 Companies / Partnerships please provide full names 
and job titles of your Executive Directors/Partners (including 
non-executive�where�applicable):

Are any of the persons named Directors or Partners of any 
other Company?

If YES, please state the name of the person and the 
Company:

 
 

YES/NO 

 

2.12 Is your organisation expressing an interest as the lead 
of a multidisciplinary team for the purpose of this project? 

YES/NO 

2.13 If you replied YES to question 2.12 please provide 
details of all the members of the multidisciplinary team:

2.14 If you replied YES to question 2.12 please provide 
details of how will your multidisciplinary team be legally 
constituted?�Please�explain�if�you�are�setting�up�any�specific�
arrangements for this project and if so what these are. 

3. Insurance 

3.1 Professional Indemnity of the lead consultant:

Name of Insurer/Broker Annual Renewal 
Date 

Indemnity Value (£) in respect of 
any one incident

Note: Teams should note that the winning lead consultant, will on appointment, be required to retain 
Professional�Indemnity�cover�aggregated�together�for�a�minimum�cover�of�GBP�£10m�in�respect�of�
any one incident. Where Applicants do not currently have the required level of cover, they should 
append�a�letter�from�their�insurance�provider�confirming�that�they�would�be�able�to�obtain�the�
required level of cover should they be successful in winning the commission.

3.2 Professional Indemnity of the other key members of the multidisciplinary team namely: 

• structural and civil engineering

• building services engineering

• sustainability engineering 

• landscape/public realm design

The key team members should provide their current Professional Indemnity Value in respect of any 
one incident.
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4. Financial

4.1 The�following�financial�information�should�be�provided�by�the�lead�consultant:

A�2�page�summary�statement�of�the�organisation’s�turnover,�profit�[net]�and�loss�and�cash�flow�
position for the 3 most recent full years of trading (or part year if full year not applicable), and an end 
period balance sheet where this information is not available in an audited form. Please note that full 
sets of audited accounts are NOT required as part of the submission but may be required if you are 
shortlisted for Stage 2.

LSE�reserves�the�right�to�use�this�financial�information�as�part�of�its�evaluation.

5. Health & Safety 

5.1 Please�confirm�that�the�lead�consultant�has�a�Health�and�Safety�
policy (Policy Statement, Organisation and Arrangements) that you will 
be able to provide for assessment at stage 2 if your organisation is 
short-listed.�Please�note�that�a�copy�is�NOT required as part of the 
submission at this stage.

YES/NO 
 
 
 

6. Equality  

6.1 Please�confirm�that�the�lead�consultant�can�provide�a�copy�of�your�
Equalities Policy (or an Equalities Statement if your organisation 
employs 5 or less employees) if you are shortlisted to Stage 2.  

Please note that a copy is NOT required as part of the submission at 
this stage.

YES/NO 
 
 
 

7. Information on the Lead consultant organisation

Client Contact Details

Please�set�out�below�contact�details�(name,�address,�e-mail,�telephone�number)�for�reference�purposes�
of three clients for whom the lead consultant has provided similar services within the last 10 years. 

(1) Client name:

Address:

Name of Project (s) provided for client 

Contact�details�for�queries�in�connection�with�this�SQ�-�

Name:

Position in organisation:

Telephone:

E-mail:
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(2) Client name:

Address:

Name of Project (s) provided for client 

Contact�details�for�queries�in�connection�with�this�SQ�-�

Name:

Position in organisation:

Telephone:

E-mail:

(3) Client name:

Address:

Name of Project (s) provided for client 

Contact�details�for�queries�in�connection�with�this�SQ�-�

Name:

Position in organisation:

Telephone:

E-mail:

8. Shortlisting Evaluation Material 

The information requested in this section will be used to evaluate and score your submission 
against the three criteria set out in the Invitation for Expressions of Interest document. 

Note: All responses are required to be on A4 paper, minimum font size 10. The whole of the 
response to this section should not exceed 20 single sides. Your response may contain links to 
other documents or web pages but these cannot be guaranteed to be read by the evaluators. 
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Shortlisting Criteria Weighting Max. Score

A. Design Quality: 

Outstanding track record of achieving the highest architectural 
design standards not necessarily limited to Higher Education.  
Demonstrable inspiration and creativity in recent work. Ability to 
design innovatively and with distinction. Ability to design in a 
contemporary and innovative style which is sensitive to conservation 
areas and areas of historic value 

A.1 The�architectural�team�is�to�provide�a�maximum�of�4�case�studies�
of projects completed or commenced in the last 10 years which reflect 
their design quality and creativity, these need not necessarily be limited 
to�Higher�Education.�Each�case�study�should�also�include�a�graphic�
response to outline the design approach, ethos and methods of  
working covering development of the proposal from design concept 
through to project completion. The following information should be 
provided for each case study: 

•  Where the team working on project are the same or included  
team members proposed for this project

• Client name 

• Project completion date

•�Anticipated�and�final�budget

•  Relevance of the case study to this scheme and why it has been 
included

• Details of national and/or international awards

A.2 Please provide a summary of the design ethos/philosophy of the 
architectural practice(s) applying for this project and explain why you 
consider this approach is relevant to this scheme. Identify any major 
design awards for which the architectural team were shortlisted for or 
have won in the last 5 years which are not mentioned in A1.  

45 10

B. Relevant Experience: 

Overall relevant experience of the multidisciplinary design team 
(excluding the architect), not necessarily limited to Higher 
Education. Experience of similar orientated schemes with 
environmental credentials equivalent to BREEAM Outstanding 
standards. Evidence of delivering buildings fit for purpose, practical 
to build which have met the needs of the client and which represent 
value for money and stand the test of time. Evidence of a holistic 
design approach including coordinated and considered interiors and 
also excellent public realm design

B.1 Provide examples of projects completed or commenced in the last 
5 years delivered by the team members to demonstrate:

•  Experience of similar orientated schemes with environmental 
credentials equivalent to BREEAM Outstanding standards

•���Evidence�of�delivering�buildings�fit�for�purpose,�practical�to�build�
which have met the needs of the client and which represent value for 
money and stand the test of time  

•  Evidence of a holistic design approach including coordinated and 
considered interiors 

•  Relevance of the case study to this scheme and why it has been included

30 10
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C. Resource & Ability to Deliver:

Technical and professional capability of the proposed multidisciplinary 
design team including team composition. Ability to collaborate 
effectively and ensure cooperation by the whole design and construction 
team and client. Evidence of capacity to deliver this scheme. Ability to 
service this scheme in Central London. The lead consultant must be 
capable of serving a scheme of this size and location

C.1 Provide information on the proposed organisation and
composition of the whole multidisciplinary design team to include:

• An introduction to the lead consultant

• The role of each multidisciplinary design team member

•  A diagram illustrating the membership of the team and the
relationships between team members

•  A summary of any previous projects on which team members have
previously collaborated

• The rationale for the multidisciplinary design team proposed

C.2 Provide information on the proposed organisation and
composition of the architectural team to include:

•��How�concept�design,�delivery�and�coordination�will�be�organised,�
managed and controlled

•  If the project is remote from the consultant’s principal location, the
anticipated delivery arrangements

•  A description of any proposed design collaborations and how these
will operate

• The rationale for the architectural team proposed

C.3 Provide brief CV’s for the key personnel responsible for delivery of
the project from the following disciplines and a diagram summarising
the relationships:

•  architecture (including the lead principal and the key individuals in the
design and delivery teams)

• structural and civil engineering,

• building services engineering,

• sustainability engineering and

• landscape/public realm design.

1025
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C.4 Provide a statement summarising how the following additional 
required services will be provided if shortlisted to Stage 2 of the design 
competition: 

• Environmental engineering, 

• Transport engineering, 

• Interior design, Acoustician, 

• Fire engineering, 

• Façade engineering, 

•�Health�and�safety�design�management,�

• Access consultancy services , 

• Specialist lighting design, 

•�Security�and�anti-terrorism�design,�

• Information technology engineering, 

• Public art consultancy, 

• Specialist AV/Data/Teaching

• Information management.

9. Declaration

I declare that the information submitted in this document is correct to the best of my knowledge  
and belief.

I understand that this information, and its accuracy, will be my responsibility and used in the 
evaluation process to assess the lead consultant and multidisciplinary team’s suitability.

Signature of Authorised Person: 

Date:

Name:

Position in Company: 
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Estates Division 
The London School of Economics  
and Political Science 
Houghton Street 
London WC2A 2AE

ribacompetitions.com/35lif

The London School of Economics and Political Science is a School of the University of London.  
It is a charity and is incorporated in England as a company limited by guarantee under the Companies Acts (Reg no 70527).

The School seeks to ensure that people are treated equitably, regardless of age, disability, race, nationality, ethnic or national 
origin, gender, religion, sexual orientation or personal circumstances.
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